42                         INFLUENCE  OF  CHRISTIANITY.
"is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God7' (Ibid 18), Many other passages of like spirit are familiar to you. In the New Testament the Christians are weak, and the vengeance against heretics is partly delayed till the next world. In fact, as they could not burn in this world, they were comforted with the hope that their enemies should burn on the other side of the grave. (Laughter and applause.) Jesus promised: " Whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city " (Matthew x., 14, 15). The same spirit is shown in Luke xix., 27 : " But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me." Nay, persecution was to enter into social life: John writes to the " elect lady: " "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house " (2nd John, 10). The power of the sword passed into the hands of Christianity when Constantine ascended the throne A.D. 324. In 380-394 fifteen statutes were passed, by which Pagans and heretics were forbidden to meet, were made incapable of making wills or of receiving legacies and so on. In fact, you have some of the same wicked enactments that still disgrace your English Statute Book in the nineteenth century. At this same date the first heretic was burned in Spain ; in 1784 in the same country the last human sacrifice by fire was offered up to Christ. Between these two stakes who can measure the misery wrought by Christian hands ? I give you a few instances ; you can fill in more from your own reading. The Empress Theodora in Armenia, in the ninth century, pot 100,000 Paulician heretics to death ; in the twelfth 60,000 Albigenses were massacred in one town alone ; in the fifteenth 3,000 persons were burned alive, and 17,000 fined or imprisoned for life in Andalusia during one year; during another 050 persons were burned alive in the town of Ville Reale; in another the Jews were expelled and died by thousands, while in 1502 the number of the expelled was raised to three millions, the Moors being driven out, and a vast number perished on the way. Torquemada has the following record : " Burnt at the stake alive, 10,220; burnt in effigy, the persons having died in prison or fled the